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On the left of the photograph, are plants from approved seed. Note that they have Intermingled between the rows 
and that the foliage appears soft and healthy. The smaller bushy plants on the right are from unapproved seed. 
The leaves on these plants are hard and unhealthy looking. 
BETTER POTATO YIELDS 
IT PAYS TO USE APPROVED SEED 
RECENT demonstration experiments carried out by the Department of Agriculture Vegetable Branch at the Tobacco Research Station, Manjimup, have shown that a 
55 per cent, greater yield of first grade potatoes can result from planting approved 
seed potatoes as against unapproved seed. 
The Department of Agriculture operates 
an "approved" seed potato scheme which 
ensures, as far as possible, tha t seed 
offered for sale has been obtained from 
areas of crops which have been inspected 
during the growing season by an officer of 
the Department of Agriculture. Only those 
crops which are of a high standard and 
virtually free from virus diseases (less 
than 2 per cent, infection prior to roguing) 
are approved for seed purposes. 
To demonstrate the part tha t clean seed 
can play in the productiveness of a crop, 
an area on the Manjimup Tobacco Re-
search Station was planted with two lines 
of seed—one from an approved crop, the 
other from an unapproved crop in which 
Leaf Roll virus disease was evident. Both 
types of seed were planted in rows along-
side each other under identical soil condi-
tions and with the same application of 
fertiliser. 
Germination of the approved seed was 
even, practically all plants emerging from 
the ground at the same time. The un-
approved seed, however, gave a somewhat 
uneven germination, although a full stand 
was obtained. 
On approaching maturity, the plants 
from approved seed had grown vigorously 
and they had intermingled between the 
rows. The foliage was soft and healthy, 
whereas the plants from unapproved seed 
were small and bushy, the leaves being 
hard and of a yellowish-green appearance. 
When harvested, the approved seed gave 
a 25 per cent, higher total yield than the 
unapproved, while the yield of first grade 
tubers from the approved seed was 55 per 
cent, higher than from the unapproved 
seed. 
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